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COMMENTS OF THE CELLULAR PHONE TASKFORCE

Among all federal objectives, that of protecting the
public health and welfare is paramount, and indeed is the

foremost reason for the existence of government at all. The

allegations of the Cellular Phone Taskforcel"16 and of the

17,18

Electrical Sensitivity Network that microwave radiation

in general, and pulsed radiation in particular, are injuring
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and killing large numbers of citizens and irreperably damaging

the environment because of the speedy rollout of new technologies
which the Congress has mandated and the Commission is aggressively
implementing, must, if true, supersede any interest anybody

has in converting analog communication systems to digital.

It has never been the policy of the United States government

that human beings are expendable. Indeed the voluntary taking

of human life, by direct or indirect consequence of actions,

is the most serious crime recognized in our society. The
Commission and the telecommunications industry have been aware

of our allegations since August 30, 1996. The Commission's only
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s 19
response thus far has been a denial of jurisdiction »20

and a failure to refer the matter to the appropriate health
and environmental agencies as required by law--required
because the whole basis of the preemption powers claimed by
the Commission is the possession of such jurisdiction,
according to Section 704(a) and (b) of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996.

The speedy rollout of national digital television broadcast
service must therefore be immediately halted because it
conflicts with more important federal objectives, namely the
protection of the health of the citizenry. The preemptions
requested by the National Association of Broadcasters and the
Association for Maximum Service Television and proposed by the

Commission must be denied in their totality.

19 "Since the FCC is not a health and safety agency, we have

neither the jurisdiction or the resources to investigate the
biological effects you describe. We must rely upon the agencies
mentioned above for advice and guidance in such areas.” - Letter
from Robert F. Cleveland, Jr., Office of Engineering & Technology,
to Lucinda Grant, Electrical Sensitivity Network, Jan, 23, 1997,
attached as Exhibit A to the Cellular Phone Taskforce's Comments
in WT Docket No. 97-197, Oct. 6, 1997.

ZQ»be reiterate that these guidelines are based on recommenda-
tions of expert organizations and federal agencies with respon-
sibilities for health and safety." - Paragraph 31 of the Second
Memorandum Opinion and Order in ET Docket No., 93-62, Aug. 25, 1997
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